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Pyongyang, Korea October 22, 1900 S.A. Moffett

My Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

I have been greatly disappointed in not having taken the time for my semi-occasional letter to

you, but it seems that the work on our hands increases at such a rate that only the most imperatively

urgent things receive attention and the many other things we should like to do are postponed again and
again. This time I can combine a personal letter with the monthly station letter concerning the work of
the station during the month of meetings of Council and Mission.

None of us had very much of a respite from work this summer. Miss Best, Mrs. Moffett & I

being the only ones who succeeded, through absolute necessity, in running off for two weeks to

Chemulpo [Inchon] where, however, delayed correspondence and a host of minor items pretty fully

occupied our time. The month of August is the only month in which there is a lull in the work and this

year that time was needed for preparations of reports and of plans for the Council and Annual Meeting.

Mr. Lee & Dr. Sharrocks were busy on the new church building. Dr. Sharrocks, a practical

carpenter, having arrived in Pyongyang just in time to render very valuable assistance to Mr. Lee in what

has been a truly great undertaking, the building of such a large church. Mr. Baird spent his time in

getting back into the harness and in perfecting plans for the Academy, also making one country trip to ten

groups on his former circuit. Mr. Hunt was pushing on to completion his new house in hopes of being

able to entertain some additional guests during the Annual Meeting, and to his narrative he briefly adds:

“Vacation 3 days”. Dr. & Mrs. Wells were off for a brief trip on the river, the rest of the time being

spent in the hospital as usual.

The primary schools were all started again for the fall and winter work - and we then went into

the work of Council [the Presbyterian Council] and Mission with all the concentration of thought &
energy which that necessitates.

Mr. Lee, Mr. Hunt & I went to Chemulpo for the Council which this year was exceedingly

important in that we have reached the point where the 3rd stage in the self-development of the Korean

Church is being dealt with. We already have a self-propagating church and we have made fair progress

along the lines of self-support, but we are now dealing with a much more difficult phase of development -

self-government and all the problems which it presents. We have begun the ordination of elders, there

now being two ordained elders in Korea. This year we received the sanction of the Council to the

ordination of 3 more; two in the Pyengyang Church and one in the Sun Chun Church where Mr.

Whittemore and Dr. Sharrocks now are.

We have been greatly gratified with the way in which the church here has selected the very best

men for the eldership. We have left it entirely to them without a suggestion other than to emphasize the

importance of the office and the Scriptural qualifications necessary in those who desire the office of a

bishop. The Church has shown that it can be trusted to choose the right kind of men.

We also requested the Council for permission to take under our care two men as candidates for

the ministry, one of them now our only ordained Elder, the present Assistant Pastor - the other an Elder

elect who for three years has been an assistant to Mr. Baird & Mr. Hunt in the country work. We expect

to take these men through a several years’ course of study before ordination and leave the question as to

the time of ordination to be determined when we consider them fiilly qualified for it. I feel that we have

taken a great step and one which means much to the Church in that it shows our people the character of
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men whom we expect to see become ministers and shows them also that we are looking forward towards
placing upon them full responsibilities and privileges just as soon as we believe them fitted for it, but not

before that time.

We have also planned to hold part of our next Council meeting in the Korean language -

admitting 10 Koreans as delegates, these ten selected by ourselves and only the ordained elders among
them having the right to vote with us - the right of discussion being accorded to all. This is looking

forward to the training and disciplining of the men to enter into the work of a Presbytery when the time to

set off a Presbytery in charge of the Korean Church shall have arrived. As in all other steps in our work
we here also aim to develop a natural, gradual growth, giving power, authority and responsibility to the

Koreans little by little, increasing it as they show by trial that they are fitted to bear the responsibility and

[are] worthy to exercise authority.

The discussions in the Council on the subjects of Discipline and the Relation of the Church to

State affairs were profitable in a large degree. Laxness in discipline is one of the surest ways of building

up a weak church and we feel very deeply on this subject, believing that while every kindness and all

love should be shown the erring, yet that no sin should be overlooked, no principle or Scriptural standard

of conduct should be compromised. In our own work here we have certainly strengthened the church and

made much stronger men of our leaders by taking high ground and the firmest stand on such questions as

ancestral worship, polygamy, drinking and the lottery. Our leading men and officers stand with us now
in all these matters, seeing the importance and the benefit of setting such a standard.

The discussion on political matters will have a marked effect in preventing the Church from

being shifted off into a political organization.

After the Council we all came up here for the Mission meeting which was one of intense interest.

We were delighted to be able to have the meeting here for it has been a great help to our people and to

the work. The first Sabbath all were here we held the first service (Korean) in the new Church building

which was far enough advanced in building to admit of this. Fully a thousand people gathered to listen to

helpful sermons from Dr. Underwood & Mr. Gale and the meeting was an inspiration to the Koreans and

the sight of such a congregation of Christians in the new large church was an inspiration to the whole

Mission.

It was a great treat to have with us 4 of the missionaries from China, Mr . Luce from Tung Chou
Fu and Messrs. Drummond, Lobenstein and Morris ofNanking. Men of fine spirit and attractive

personality, we thoroughly enjoyed their presence and they very evidently enjoyed being with us, looking

into our work and rejoicing with us over what God is doing here. Just before the meetings I had the

privilege of taking them off to one ofmy little country groups where the people had just finished a very

pretty little church building and where we held a helpful service.

The Annual Meeting was a good one, but it has left in the minds of many of us a feeling of great

misgiving and deep concern. We are now a large Mission and the larger we grow the more difficult

becomes the task of restraining individual peculiarities and tendencies and of conserving the unity and

harmony of our work along lines of settled and approved policy.

This year there was an evident tendency to develop work along lines of a very different policy

from that which has characterized our work for many years - ever since Dr. Nevius’ visit in 1890.

I believe the most important element in the successful development of our work, that which has
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given us a self-propagating, self-supporting Church, has been the Apostolic simplicity of the work and
the holding in the foreground the gospel character, the soul-saving, spiritual nature of the message of God
to a lost world.

We have avoided the presentation of any other appeal based upon material, educational or

philanthropic advantages and have concentrated our efforts upon bringing to bear upon the heathen
people the supreme claims of the gospel which we believe to contain what God has ordained for the

salvation of men. No institution has been allowed to stand before the people as an exponent of
Christianity but Christianity itself (Christ & his truth) has been presented to them, so that this people
have been made to feel that the Church is the institution which stands forth as the evident center and aim
of the Western religion. Medical and educational work have been made secondary - as they should be. I

believe thoroughly in both the medical and educational work and in their thorough development as first

class work when the time for that development arrives and I have been foremost in the Mission in

advocating thorough first class medical and educational work - but I insist with all the strength of deep
conviction that that development must succeed , not precede the establishment of the Church. {This

would not rule out preliminary medical work where needed to open the way - but applies to developed
institutional work.}

Four years ago I believed the time for advance in our educational work had arrived and for four

years I have urged over and over again the establishment of thorough Academies in the two stations,

Seoul and Pyongyang, where the Church has already provided a constituency, and I still urge the

development of these Academies not by a forced growth into large institutions but gradually, naturally,

and thoroughly. In this I believe we have the Mission policy rightly established and I should look with

alarm upon any deviation from it. I hope the Board will grant all that we ask for the Pyongyang Academy
and will send at once a man for an Academy in Seoul to begin the development of an Academy there;

that is, grant all that the Mission has approved and asked for this year for educational work.

In the medical work, we this year saw a departure from our policy, and a tendency which fills me
with the gravest misgivings.

Last year I introduced the resolution that we as a Mission favor the establishment of a first class

Mission Hospital in Seoul and that we appoint a committee to present definite plans, to the next meeting

of the Mission, for our medical plant. It became evident through the year that some thought the Mission

had thereby committed itself to the establishment of a large medical plant with an increased force of

workers and that plans were being formed far in advance of what the mission would approve. In the

meeting of the committee to report definite plans I succeeded in having two clauses inserted which
represent the opinion of most of the mission, though not all - and the mission has approved the

establishment of a first class medical plant in Seoul not too large to be managed by the present force of

medical workers - one male physician, one lady physician and one nurse - and which shall not require for

running expenses more than 2000 yen as an annual appropriation from the Board.

We sincerely hope the Board will not go beyond the approved plans of the Mission. We were
surprised to hear that another physician had been appointed to Korea when the Mission had made no

request for one.

The Mission believes in medical work and we want a first class plant in Seoul but I think I see

clearly that it will take the hardest kind of work in the mission and the sympathetic backing and co-

operation of the Board to prevent the medical work in Seoul from assuming proportions which instead of

making it a real help to our main work, the evangelization of Korea, will make it an obstacle in that as a
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medical work it will absorb the money, energy, time and interest not only of the home church and the

mission force but that of the Korean church, so that to the Korean nation, Christianity will be presented
rather as a philanthropic institution, the medical work being its most prominent feature - and not as the

Church of Jesus Christ for the salvation of men. In trying to make clear what I believe is a fundamental
and essentially important principle which is at stake, I realize that I run the risk of being misunderstood -

but I am not opposed to medical work. I do believe in it most heartily, I planned for it in our own work
here - and yet it does seem to me that this year the Mission has been carried outside of the bounds of
reason and is endangering that which compared to the medical work is of infinitely more value than the

medical work.

What I have written with reference to the Seoul medical work is not in opposition to any action

of the Mission taken so far, but is in view of what I fear will be forced upon us later on unless we can get

the Board to stand for the same principle for which we most urgently plead.

What I shall now write concerning medical work in the South - Fusan and Taigoo stations - is in

opposition to the action of the Mission taken this year. Neither Fusan nor Taigoo have more than the

barest beginning in evangelistic work - a few baptized men - a few more catechumens. Everything is in

its initial formative period when precedents and impressions count for most. They are asking for sums
for a development of their medical work all out of proportion and to grant their requests will, I believe,

prevent them from having what heretofore I have confidently expected they would have - a repetition of
our experience in the North - a large evangelistic work with a strong self-propagating, self-supporting

church composed in the main of genuinely converted men.

If the Board grants the money for such a development of the medical work there now (at this

stage of the work) and thereby sanctions that policy, I believe you effectually prevent in South Korea
what you & we have mutually rejoiced in in North Korea. If our protest is overruled I shall hope against

hope that my fears may prove false, but I profoundly believe that the people of South Korea will have

Christianity presented to them (the missionaries’ words to the contrary notwithstanding}, primarily as a

philanthropic religion and that will be their idea of it. There is no power in that to convert men and the

Spirit of God does not bless that idea to the Salvation of Souls. To a church that is losing faith in the

gospel I wish Paul could stand forth once again and in all solemnity cry, “I am not ashamed of the gospel

of Jesus Christ, for it is the power of God unto salvation.” I would I could appear before the Board and

speak to you from a heart moved to its very depths with convictions on this subject.

On Dr. Irwin’s [medical missionary in Fusan] proposition that he be allowed to raise 5500 yen in

addition to 2500 yen granted last year - this in addition to the value of his present plant - about 3000 yen,

it required the hardest kind of work to cut it down to 3000 yen, although on the motion to cut it still

further he succeeded in carrying his proposition by a vote of only 14 out of 24 voting members of the

mission
,
7 of these being the single ladies of the Seoul station. Miss Chase of Fusan voted steadily

against it, showing her grit and courage in standing against her station. She is deeply concerned over the

state of things in Fusan. The fact that the proposition was not for an appropriation (which requires a %
vote) but for permission to raise the funds outside was what enabled it to reach the Board as the action of

the Mission.

I also opposed the proposition to grant Dr. Johnson 6000 yen for his work in Taigoo although I

recognize the difference between that and the Fusan case which led Mr. Adams & Mr. Baird to vote for it

(they having recorded their votes against the Fusan case). In Taigoo Dr. Johnson has nothing and in

Taigoo building is more expensive. Nevertheless, if that amount of money is now used in a medical

plant, my position as above stated, holds good.



, . ^
10/22/1900 -p.5 S.A.M.

1 write from deep conviction, believing that we have reached the parting of the ways and that our
work in Korea is in greater & graver danger than at any time for 10 years. The decision rests with the
Board - we can but speak the things which we believe and which our experience here has engraven
deeply in our convictions.

The Board has seldom had a question to decide in relation to the work in Korea which is of
greater importance or which affects more profoundly fundamental principles. We ask that judgment of
an even one-half of the senior missionaries on the field be given grave consideration at this critical point
in our work.

I have just returned from a three weeks trip to a part of my country work visiting 6 old groups
and establishing 5 new ones. 1 had the pleasure of the company of Mr. Ross of Fusan and of Mr. Bruen
of Taigoo, they having stayed over to see something of our work and methods. It was my privilege on
this trip to baptize 46 and to receive 130 catechumens and to see the gospel extending still further into
the mountains of the North.

There is no indication of a reaction - all goes on steadily and in the new places as well as the old
the gospel is still transforming lives and characters, carrying joy and light into many a heart and many a
home. With such a work on our hands & hearts we have given a double welcome to the new missionaries
Just arrived, Mr. & Mrs. Leek, Mr. Bemheisel and Miss Howell.

It has been with greatest interest that I have inquired at every opportunity - eonceming your
health. I most earnestly pray that your strength may be conserved and your health continued for yet many
years of co-operation with us in this joyous service.

With kindest greetings to all in the Board rooms - in which greeting to you and to them Mrs.
Moffett joins me.

Very Sincerely Yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from Microfilm reel #280, Vol. 231, letter #5)
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